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Preface

The book you are holding is a new edition of a dictionary
designed to meet the needs of English and Spanish speak-
ers in a time of ever-expanding communication among the
countries of the Western Hemisphere. It is intended for
language learners, teachers, office workers, tourists, busi-
ness travelersóanyone who needs to communicate effec-
tively in the Spanish and English languages as they are
spoken and written in the Americas. This new dictionary
provides accurate and up-to-date coverage of current vocab-
ulary in both languages, as well as abundant examples of
words used in context to illustrate idiomatic usage. The
selection of Spanish words and idioms was based on evidence
drawn from a wide variety of modern Latin-American
sources and interpreted by trained Merriam-Webster bilin-
gual lexicographers. The English entries were chosen by
Merriam-Webster editors from the most recent Merriam-
Webster dictionaries, and they represent the current basic
vocabulary of American English.

All of this material is presented in a format which is
based firmly upon and, in many important ways, is similar
to the traditional styling found in the Merriam-Webster
monolingual dictionaries. The reader who is familiar with
Merriam-Webster dictionaries will immediately recognize
this style, with its emphasis on convenience and case of use,
clarity and conciseness of the information presented, pre-
cise discrimination of senses, and frequent inclusion of ex-
ample phrases showing words in actual use. Other features
include pronunciations (in the International Phonetic
Alphabet) for all English words, full coverage of irregular
verbs in both languages, a section on basic Spanish gram-
mar, tables of the most common Spanish and English abbre-
viations, and a detailed Explanatory Notes section which
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