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Preface 

This newly updated volume defines more than 37,000 words and phrases that reflect the vo-
cabulary level, curriculum requirements, and personal interests of students. In addition to the
dictionary, the back of the book has sections of up-to-date information on the U.S., Canada,
and other countries of the world as well as information on the making of U.S. laws, on U.S.
presidents, and on important events in American history. One feature of this new edition that
we are particularly proud of is the addition of special Canadian and British spellings, when
they differ from the usual spelling in the U.S., which we believe will give the book wide
appeal

The features of this dictionary are similar to those of larger dictionaries. It is important to
understand them to make best use of this valuable language tool. For this reason we urge you
to become familiar with the information in the next section, Using the Dictionary
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1a n, pl a∫s or as often cap 1 : the first
letter of the English alphabet  2 : a grade
that shows a student∫s work is excellent  3
: a musical note referred to by the letter A

2a indefinite article 1 : someone or some-
thing being mentioned for the first time  2
: the same  3 : 1any 1  4 : for or from each  5
: 2one 3 ó used before words that do not
begin with a vowel sound

a- prefix 1 : on : in : at  2 : in (such) a state,
condition, or manner  3 : in the act or
process of

aard£vark n : an African animal with a long
snout and a long sticky tongue that feeds
mostly on ants and termites and is active at
night

AB abbr Alberta
ab- prefix : from : differing from
aback adv : by surprise
aba£cus n, pl aba£ci or aba£cus£es : an in-
strument for doing arithmetic by sliding
counters along rods or in grooves

ab£a£lo£ne n : a shellfish that is a mollusk
which has a flattened shell with a pearly lin-
ing

1aban£don vb aban£doned; aban£don£ing 1
: to leave and never return to : give up com-
pletely  2 : to stop having or doing ó aban-
don£ment n

2abandon n : a feeling of complete freedom
aban£doned adj : given up : left empty or un-
used

abash vb abashed; abash£ing : embar-
rass

abate vb abat£ed; abat£ing : to make or be-
come less ó abate£ment n

ab£bess n : the head of an abbey for women
ab£bey n, pl abbeys 1 : monastery, con-
vent 2 : a church that is connected to build-
ings where nuns or monks live

ab£bot n : the head of an abbey for men
abbr abbr abbreviation
ab£bre£vi£ate vb ab£bre£vi£at£ed; ab£bre£vi£at-
ing : to make briefer : shorten

ab£bre£vi£a£tion n : a shortened form of a
word or phrase

ab£di£cate vb ab£di£cat£ed; ab£di£cat£ing : to
give up a position of power or authority ó
ab£di£ca£tion n

ab£do£men n 1 : the part of the body between
the chest and the hips including the cavity
containing the stomach and other digestive
organs  2 : the hind part of the body of an
arthropod (as an insect)

ab£dom£i£nal adj : relating to or located in the
abdomen

ab£duct vb ab£duct£ed; ab£duct£ing : to take
a person away by force : kidnap ó ab£duc-
tion n

abed adv or adj : in bed
ab£er£ra£tion n : an instance of being different
from what is normal or usual

ab£hor vb ab£horred; ab£hor£ring : to dislike
very much : loathe

ab£hor£rent adj : causing or deserving strong
dislike

abide vb abode or abid£ed; abid£ing 1 : to
put up with patiently : tolerate 2
: 1last 1, endure 3 : to stay or live in a
place ó abide by : to accept the terms of
: obey

abil£i£ty n, pl abil£i£ties 1 : power to do some-
thing  2 : natural talent or acquired skill

-abil£i£ty also -ibil£i£ty n suffix, pl -abil£i£ties
also -ibil£i£ties : ability, fitness, or tendency
to act or be acted upon in (such) a way

ab£ject adj 1 : very bad or severe  2 : low in
spirit, strength, or hope ó ab£ject£ly adv

ablaze adj 1 : on fire  2 : glowing with light,
color, or emotion

able adj abler; ablest 1 : having enough
power, resources, or skill to do something  2
: having the freedom or opportunity to do
something  3 : having or showing much skill

-able also -ible adj suffix 1 : capable of, fit
for, or worthy of being  2 : tending or likely
to ó -ably also -ibly adv suffix

ableñbod£ied adj : physically fit
ably adv : in a skillful way
ab£nor£mal adj : differing from the normal
usually in a noticeable way ó ab£nor£mal£ly
adv

ab£nor£mal£i£ty n, pl ab£nor£mal£i£ties : some-
thing that is not usual, expected, or normal

1aboard adv : on, onto, or within a ship, train,
bus, or airplane

2aboard prep : on or into especially for pas-
sage

1abode past of abide
2abode n : the place where someone stays or
lives

abol£ish vb abol£ished; abol£ish£ing : to do
away with : put an end to

ab£o£li£tion n : a complete elimination of
ab£o£li£tion£ist n : a person favoring the aboli-
tion of slavery

Añbomb n : atomic bomb
abom£i£na£ble adj 1 : deserving or causing
disgust  2 : very disagreeable or unpleasant
ó abom£i£na£bly adv

abom£i£na£tion n : something that causes dis-
gust

A
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aboriginal 2

ab£orig£i£nal adj 1 : being the first of its kind
in a region  2 : of or relating to the original
people living in a region

ab£orig£i£ne n, pl ab£orig£i£nes : a member of
the original people living in a region : na-
tive

abound vb abound£ed; abound£ing 1 : to
be plentiful : teem 2 : to be fully supplied

1about adv 1 : almost, nearly 2 : on all
sides : around 3 : in the opposite direction
4 : on the verge of

2about prep 1 : having to do with  2 : on
every side of : around 3 : over or in dif-
ferent parts of  4 : near or not far from in
time

1above adv : in or to a higher place
2above prep 1 : higher than : over 2 : too
good for  3 : more than  4 : to a greater de-
gree than  5 : having more power or impor-
tance than

3above adj : said or written earlier
1above£board adv : in an honest open way
2aboveboard adj : free from tricks and se-
crecy

ab£ra£ca£dab£ra n : a magical charm or word
abrade vb abrad£ed; abrad£ing : to wear
away or irritate by rubbing

1abra£sive n : a substance for grinding,
smoothing, or polishing

2abrasive adj 1 : causing damage or wear by
rubbing  2 : very unpleasant or irritating

abreast adv or adj 1 : right beside one an-
other  2 : up to a certain level of knowledge

abridge vb abridged; abridg£ing : to shorten
by leaving out some parts

abridg£ment or abridge£ment n : a short-
ened form of a written work

abroad adv or adj 1 : over a wide area  2 : in
the open : outdoors 3 : in or to a foreign
country  4 : known to many people

abrupt adj 1 : happening without warning
: sudden 2 : 1steep 1  3 : rudely brief ó
abrupt£ly adv ó abrupt£ness n

ab£scess n : a collection of pus with swollen
and red tissue around it ó ab£scessed adj

ab£sence n 1 : a failure to be present at a
usual or expected place  2 : 2lack, want

ab£sent adj 1 : not present  2 : not existing  3
: showing a lack of attention

ab£sen£tee n : a person who is not present
ab£sent£mind£ed adj : tending to forget or not
pay attention ó ab£sent£mind£ed£ly adv ó
ab£sent£mind£ed£ness n

ab£so£lute adj 1 : 1total 1, complete 2
: not limited in any way  3 : free from doubt
: certain ó ab£so£lute£ly adv

ab£solve vb ab£solved; ab£solv£ing : to
make free from guilt or responsibility

ab£sorb vb ab£sorbed; ab£sorb£ing 1 : to
take in or swallow up  2 : to hold the com-

plete attention of  3 : to receive without giv-
ing back

ab£sor£ben£cy n : the quality or state of being
able to draw in or soak up

ab£sor£bent adj : able to draw in or soak up
ab£sorp£tion n 1 : the process of drawing in
or soaking up : absorbing or being absorbed
2 : complete attention

ab£stain vb ab£stained; ab£stain£ing : to
choose not to do or have something ó ab-

stain£er n
ab£sti£nence n : an avoidance by choice es-
pecially of certain foods or of liquor

1ab£stract adj 1 : hard to understand  2 : re-
lating to general ideas or qualities rather
than specific people, things, or actions ó
ab£stract£ly adv

2ab£stract n : 2summary
3ab£stract vb ab£stract£ed; ab£stract£ing 1
: to take away : separate 2 : summarize

ab£strac£tion n 1 : the act of summarizing
: the state of being summarized  2 : a thought
or thoughts about general qualities or ideas
rather than people or things

ab£surd adj : completely foolish, unreason-
able, or untrue : ridiculous ó ab£surd£ly
adv

ab£sur£di£ty n, pl ab£sur£di£ties 1 : the fact of
being ridiculous  2 : something that is
ridiculous

abun£dance n : a large quantity : plenty
abun£dant adj : more than enough : plenti-
ful ó abun£dant£ly adv

1abuse n 1 : wrong or unfair treatment or use
2 : the act or practice of improperly using or
of using in harmful amounts  3 : harmful
treatment of a person or an animal  4 : harsh
insulting language  5 : a dishonest practice

2abuse vb abused; abus£ing 1 : to treat in a
cruel or harmful way  2 : to use wrongly
: misuse 3 : to use improperly or in harmful
amounts  4 : to blame or scold rudely

abu£sive adj 1 : using or involving harmful
treatment  2 : using harsh insulting language

abut vb abut£ted; abut£ting : to touch along
an edge

abys£mal adj : extremely bad
abyss n : a gulf so deep or space so great that
it cannot be measured

AC abbr 1 air-conditioning  2 alternating
current  3 area code

ac£a£dem£ic adj 1 : of or relating to schools
and education  2 : having no practical im-
portance ó ac£a£dem£i£cal£ly adv

acad£e£my n, pl acad£e£mies 1 : a private
high school  2 : a high school or college
where special subjects are taught  3 : an or-
ganization which supports art, science, or
literature
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3 accountant

ac£cede vb ac£ced£ed; ac£ced£ing : to agree
to

ac£cel£er£ate vb ac£cel£er£at£ed; ac£cel£er£at-
ing 1 : to move or cause to move faster  2
: to cause to happen more quickly

ac£cel£er£a£tion n : the act or process of
speeding up

ac£cel£er£a£tor n : a pedal in an automobile for
controlling the speed of the motor

1ac£cent vb ac£cent£ed; ac£cent£ing 1 : to
give a greater force or stress  2 : to mark
with a written or printed accent

2ac£cent n 1 : a way of pronouncing words
shared by the people of a particular country
or region  2 : greater stress or force given to
a syllable of a word in speaking or to a beat
in music  3 : a mark (as Ç or É) used in writ-
ing or printing to show the place of greater
stress on a syllable

ac£cen£tu£ate vb ac£cen£tu£at£ed; ac£cen£tu-
at£ing : to make more noticeable

ac£cept vb ac£cept£ed; ac£cept£ing 1 : to re-
ceive or take willingly  2 : to agree to  3 : to
stop resisting  4 : to admit deserving

ac£cept£able adj 1 : worthy of being ac-
cepted  2 : adequate 2 ó ac£cept£ably
adv

ac£cep£tance n 1 : the act of accepting  2
: the quality or state of being accepted or ac-
ceptable

1ac£cess n 1 : the right or ability to ap-
proach, enter, or use  2 : a way or means of
approaching

2access vb ac£cessed; ac£cess£ing : to get
at : get access to

ac£ces£si£ble adj 1 : able to be reached  2
: able to be used or obtained

ac£ces£sion n : the rise to a position of power
ac£ces£so£ry n, pl ac£ces£so£ries 1 : a person
who helps another in doing wrong  2 : an ob-
ject or device not necessary in itself but
adding to the beauty or usefulness of some-
thing else

ac£ci£dent n 1 : something that happens by
chance or from unknown causes and that
often causes injury or damage : mishap 2
: 1chance 1

ac£ci£den£tal adj 1 : happening by chance or
unexpectedly  2 : not happening or done on
purpose ó ac£ci£den£tal£ly adv

1ac£claim vb ac£claimed; ac£claim£ing
: 1praise 1

2acclaim n : 2praise 1
ac£cli£mate vb ac£cli£mat£ed; ac£cli£mat£ing
: to adjust or change to fit a new climate or
new surroundings

ac£cli£ma£tize vb ac£cli£ma£tized; ac£cli£ma-
tiz£ing : acclimate

ac£com£mo£date vb ac£com£mo£dat£ed; ac-
com£mo£dat£ing 1 : to provide with a place

to stay or sleep  2 : to provide with some-
thing needed : help out  3 : to have room for

ac£com£mo£dat£ing adj : ready to help
ac£com£mo£da£tion n 1 accommodations
pl : a place where travelers can sleep and
find other services  2 : something supplied
that is useful or handy

ac£com£pa£ni£ment n : music played in sup-
port of someone singing or playing an in-
strument

ac£com£pa£nist n : a musician who plays in
support of someone else who is singing or
playing an instrument

ac£com£pa£ny vb ac£com£pa£nied; ac£com-
pa£ny£ing 1 : to go with as a companion  2
: to play a musical accompaniment for  3 : to
go or occur with

ac£com£plice n : a partner in wrongdoing
ac£com£plish vb ac£com£plished; ac£com-
plish£ing : to succeed in doing or reaching

ac£com£plished adj : skilled through practice
or training : expert

ac£com£plish£ment n 1 : the act of success-
fully doing or reaching  2 : something suc-
cessfully done or reached especially through
effort  3 : an ability or skill gained by prac-
tice or training

1ac£cord vb ac£cord£ed; ac£cord£ing 1
: 1give 3  2 : to be in harmony : agree

2accord n 1 : agreement 1, harmony 2
: willingness to act or to do something

ac£cor£dance n : agreement 1
ac£cord£ing£ly adv 1 : in the necessary way
: in the way called for  2 : as a result : con-
sequently, so

ac£cord£ing to prep 1 : in agreement with  2
: as stated by

ac£cor£di£on n : a portable keyboard musical
instrument played by forcing air from a bel-
lows past metal reeds

ac£cost vb ac£cost£ed; ac£cost£ing : to ap-
proach and speak to in a demanding or ag-
gressive way

1ac£count n 1 : a record of money received
and money paid out  2 : an arrangement with
a bank to hold money and keep records of
transactions  3 : an arrangement for regular
dealings with a business  4 : a statement of
explanation or of reasons or causes  5 : a
statement of facts or events : report 6
: 2worth 1, importance ó on account of
: for the sake of : because of ó on some-
one∫s account : because of someone

2account vb ac£count£ed; ac£count£ing 1
: to think of as : consider 2 : to take into
consideration  3 : to give an explanation  4
: to be the only or chief reason

ac£coun£tant n : someone whose job is keep-
ing the financial records of a person or a
business
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Afghanistan (W. Asia) Kabul 250,775 sq. mi. 29,121,000 
Albania (S. Europe) Tiranë 11,100 sq. mi. 2,987,000 
Algeria (N.W. Africa) Algiers 918,497 sq. mi. 34,586,000 
Andorra (S.W. Europe) Andorra la Vella 180 sq. mi. 84,000 
Angola (S.W. Africa) Luanda 481,351 sq. mi. 13,068,000 
Antigua and Barbuda St. John’s 171 sq. mi. 87,000 

(Caribbean) 
Argentina Buenos Aires 1,072,156 sq. mi. 41,343,000 

(S. South America) 
Armenia (W. Asia) Yerevan 11,506 sq. mi. 2,967,000 
Australia Canberra 2,967,909 sq. mi. 21,516,000 

(Pacific/Indian oceans)
Austria (Europe) Vienna 32,375 sq. mi. 8,214,000 
Azerbaijan (W. Asia) Baku 33,436 sq. mi. 8,304,000 
Bahamas (W. Atlantic) Nassau 4,404 sq. mi. 310,000 
Bahrain Manama 255 sq. mi. 738,000 

(Asia-Persian Gulf) 
Bangladesh (S. Asia) Dhaka 55,126 sq. mi. 156,118,000 
Barbados (Caribbean) Bridgetown 166 sq. mi. 286,000 
Belarus (E. Europe) Minsk 80,154 sq. mi. 9,613,000 
Belgium (W. Europe) Brussels 11,781 sq. mi. 10,423,000 
Belize (Central America) Belmopan 8,867 sq. mi. 314,000 
Benin (W. Africa) Porto-Novo, Cotonou 43,483 sq. mi. 9,056,000 
Bhutan (Asia) Thimphu 14,824 sq. mi. 700,000 
Bolivia (South America) La Paz, Sucre 424,162 sq. mi. 9,947,000 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Sarajevo 19,904 sq. mi. 4,622,000 

(S. Europe) 
Botswana (S. Africa) Gaborone 224,606 sq. mi. 2,029,000 
Brazil (South America) Brasília 3,284,426 sq. mi. 201,103,000 
Brunei (S.E. Asia) Bandar Seri Begawan 2,226 sq. mi. 395,000 
Bulgaria (E. Europe) Sofia 42,823 sq. mi. 7,149,000 
Burkina Faso (W. Africa) Ouagadougou 105,869 sq. mi. 16,242,000 
Burundi (Africa) Bujumbura 10,740 sq. mi. 9,863,000 
Cambodia (S.E. Asia) Phnom Penh 69,898 sq. mi. 14,454,000 
Cameroon (W. Africa) Yaoundé 183,569 sq. mi. 19,294,000 
Canada (North America) Ottawa 3,851,809 sq. mi. 34,238,000 
Cape Verde (Atlantic Praia 1,557 sq. mi. 509,000 

Ocean-off Africa) 
Central African Republic Bangui 240,376 sq. mi. 4,845,000 

(Africa)  
Chad (Africa) N’Djamena 495,752 sq. mi. 10,543,000 
Chile (South America) Santiago 292,257 sq. mi. 16,746,000 
China (Asia) Beijing 3,696,100 sq. mi. 1,330,141,000 
Colombia Bogotá 439,735 sq. mi. 44,205,000 

(N.W. South America) 
Comoros (Indian Moroni 719 sq. mi. 773,000 

Ocean-off Africa) 

Population 
Country Name Capital Area (2010 estimate)

Countries of the World
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U.S. Capital
Name/ Population 
Abbreviation Capital Area (2009 estimate)
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District of Columbia (DC) Washington 69 sq. mi. 599,700 

U.S.Territories 

Name/Abbreviation Capital Area Population

American Samoa (AS) Pago Pago 76 sq. mi. 66,400 
(2010 estimate) 

Guam (GU) Hagåtña 209 sq. mi. 187,000
(2010 estimate) 

Northern Mariana Saipan 184 sq. mi. 65,900
Islands (MP) (2005 estimate)

Puerto Rico (PR) San Juan 3435 sq. mi. 3,967,300
(2009 estimate) 

Virgin Islands Charlotte Amalie 133 sq. mi. 118,000
of the U.S. (VI) (2010 estimate) 

Provinces and Territories of Canada

Name/ Population 
Abbreviation Capital Area (2009 estimate)

Alberta (AB) Edmonton 247,999 sq. mi. 3,670,700 
British Columbia (BC) Victoria 357,215 sq. mi. 4,460,300 
Manitoba (MB) Winnipeg 213,728 sq. mi. 1,219,600 
New Brunswick (NB) Fredericton 27,587 sq. mi. 749,300 
Newfoundland and St. John’s 144,352 sq. mi. 508,100 

Labrador (NL)
Northwest Territories (NT) Yellowknife 456,790 sq. mi. 43,700 
Nova Scotia (NS) Halifax 20,594 sq. mi. 939,100 
Nunavut (Territory) (NU) Iqaluit 747,534 sq. mi. 32,200 
Ontario (ON) Toronto 354,340 sq. mi. 13,064,900 
Prince Edward Island (PE) Charlottetown 2,185 sq. mi. 141,100 
Quebec (QC) Quebec 527,076 sq. mi. 7,828,400 
Saskatchewan (SK) Regina 228,444 sq. mi. 1,029,100 
Yukon Territory (YT) Whitehorse 183,162 sq. mi. 33,700  

Canadian Capital
Population 

Name Capital Area (2006 census)

Ottawa, Ontario 1,072 sq. mi. 812,129 

Sources: population–U.S. Census Bureau (DC, PR), CIA (AS), Encyclopaedia Britannica
(GU, VI), U.S. Dept. of the Interior (MP) 

Source: Statistics Canada 
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2nd Pass Pages

Laws and How They Are Made
We have had laws ever since people started living together in societies. Laws are rules for peo-

ple to live by so as to maintain order and peace, and they either require citizens to do something or
prohibit them from doing something. 

Since the early American colonies were made up mostly of people from England, it is natural
that laws in the United States are based on English law. And English law has two distinct forms.
In the early days of England, different communities had their own laws, and whenever disputes
arose the King would send out judges to the various communities to interpret the local laws. Grad-
ually, the judges∫ decisions in one community came to be like those decisions in similar cases in
other communities, and eventually the interpretations became the same throughout the country.
These interpretations were based on earlier court decisions, those that precededówere based on
ªprecedentºóand on common practices, and the body of these decisions came to be called ªcom-
mon law.º 

Common law did not cover all situations, and the king and Parliament passed other laws that
applied to the whole country. This group of laws, passed by the legislature, came to be known as
ªstatute law.º In the United States, much of English common law and statute law was adopted by
the federal government and by the states, and many current court interpretatons are based on prece-
dent as well as on specific laws passed by the Congress.

How Congress Makes Laws
Any member of either the House of Representatives or the Senate may submit a document (a

ªbillº) for consideration to be a law. A member may even ªsponsorº a bill proposed by the Presi-
dent.

The procedures are essentially the same in the House of Representatives and the Senate, so a
look at what might happen in the House can be used as an example.

When a member wishes to propose a bill, the bill is dropped into a container (called a ªhop-
perº) near the desk of the presiding officer, and the clerk assigns a number to the bill. The bill will
then generally be referred to hereafter by this number. Then the bill is assigned to an appropriate
committee for consideration. There are many committees in each house of the Congress that have
responsibility for various areas of govermment, and the bill will be assigned to the committee that
has jurisdiction over the area that is affected by the bill. For example, if the bill deals with agricul-
ture, it will be assigned to the Agriculture Committee; if it involves relations with foreign govern-
ments, it will be assigned to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

The bill may be considered by the committee as a whole or assigned to a subcommittee, and it
may be sent for consideration by more than one committee. A committee or subcommittee does
not have to do anything with the bill; it may reject it, in which case it is said to ªdie in committee.º
When considering a bill, the committee will listen to arguments for and against the proposal (often
from experts on the subject) and may make changes or additions to the bill. When fininshed, and
the committee has approved the bill, it will send the bill back to the full House for debate with a
report of why it is supported; this is known as ªreportingº the bill. Each house has its own rules
governing debate.

If the House passes the bill, it sends it to the Senate for consideration and the process contin-
ues there. In the Senate the bill may be voted on as is, or changed or rejected. If the Senate changes
the bill, then it must be sent to a conference committee made up of members of both houses who
seek a compromise version, which then must be voted on by both houses.

When a majority of members of both houses have approved the same verson of the bill, the bill
is sent to the President for signing into law. The President then has several options. The bill may
be signed; it may be rejected (by a ªvetoº) and sent back to Congress; it may be allowed to become
law without a signature; or, if Congress adjourns before the President has had the bill for 10 days,
it may be allowed to die without a signature (known as a ªpocket vetoº). A bill that has been ve-
toed may still become law if each house of Congress approves it with a two-thirds majority vote.
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1565 £ First permanent European settlement in what
is now the United States established by the Span-
ish at St. Augustine (Fla.). 

1598 £ Spanish begin settlements in what is now
New Mexico. 

1607 £ First permanent English settlement estab-
lished at Jamestown (Va.). 

1620 £ Pilgrims land Mayflower and establish a
colony at Plymouth (Mass.). 

1626 £ Dutch establish settlement on what is now
Manhattan Island (N.Y.). 

1629–36 £ Colonies established in Massachusetts,
Maryland, Connecticut, and Rhode Island. 

1643 £ New England Confederation, a union of
colonies, is governed by the first written constitu-
tion in America. 

1660 £ Parliament introduces Navigation Acts that
restrict the shipment of goods to and from the
colonies. 

1663 £ Carolina colony established. 
1664 £ Duke of York acquires land between the Con-

necticut and Delaware rivers, naming it New York;
later separates a portion for New Jersey colony. 

1679–81 £ New Hampshire and Pennsylvania
colonies established. 

1682 £ French from Canada explore Mississippi
River, claiming entire valley for France and nam-
ing the area Louisiana. 

1692–93 £ Salem witchcraft trials held in Massachu-
setts. 

1704 £ Delaware becomes a colony. 
1729 £ North and South Carolina become colonies. 
1732 £ Charter granted for Georgia colony. 
1749 £ Ohio Company organized for colonizing

Ohio River Valley, west of the Appalachian Moun-
tains, challenging French dominance in the area. 

1754 £ Georgia becomes a royal colony. 
1763 £ After a seven-year war in Europe, France

gives to Great Britain all of Canada and Louisiana
east of the Mississippi River. 

1764 £ Parliament passes Sugar Act to raise money
in the colonies to pay off war debt; limits much of
colonies∫ independent trade. 

1765 £ Parliament passes Stamp Act, which is first
direct tax on the colonies. 

1767 £ Townshend Acts: duties imposed on imports
to colonies from Britain; colonies resist by boy-
cotting British goods. 

1769 £ Spanish begin settlements in California. 
1770 £ Boston Massacre: several colonists shot in

clash with British troops at the Customs House. 
1773 £ Tea Act gives British East India Company a

virtual monopoly on tea sales to colonies; Bosto-
nians rebel with Boston Tea Party. 

1774 £ First Continental Congress meets in Philadel-
phia to outline grievances with Britain. 

1775 £ Parliament declares Massachusetts in rebel-
lion; troops sent to restore order. £ Minutemen
repel British troops at Concord (Mass.); the clash
begins the American Revolution. £ Second Conti-
nental Congress meets in Philadelphia, and serves
as the first federal government. £ George Washing-

ton assumes command of Continental Army. £
Kentucky settlements established. 

1776 £ Continental Congress adopts Declaration of
Independence (on July 4th). 

1777 £ Continental Congress adopts Articles of Con-
federation; ratified by the states by 1781. £ Conti-
nental Congress adopts ªStars and Stripesº as na-
tional flag. 

1781 £ Continental Army, with help from French
fleet, defeats British at Yorktown (Va.). 

1783 £ Revolutionary War ends with Treaty of Paris;
America given unlimited independence. 

1784 £ Russians establish settlements in Alaska. 
1787 £ Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia

drafts a federal Constitution. £ Delaware becomes
first of the original 13 states to ratify new Consti-
tution. 

1789 £ George Washington unanimously elected
first President. 

1789 £ Congress submits to the states 12 Amend-
ments to the Constitution for ratification; 10 of the
12 are ratified and become the ªBill of Rightsº in
1791. 

1790 £ First United States census taken. 
1791 £ Vermont becomes 14th state. 
1792 £ Kentucky becomes 15th state. 
1796 £ Tennessee becomes 16th state. 
1798 £ Mississippi organized as a Territory. 
1800 £ Washington (D.C.) becomes the seat of gov-

ernment. 
1803 £ Ohio becomes 17th state. £ Louisiana Pur-

chase: President Thomas Jefferson purchases
from France all of Louisiana Territory (most of
the land between the Mississippi River and Rocky
Mountains) for $11,250,000 plus the payment of
debts of U.S. citizens to France; U.S. claims west-
ern part of Florida as part of purchase. 

1804–1806 £ Lewis and Clark expedition explores
Louisiana Territory. 

1805 £ Michigan organized as a Territory. 
1808 £ Congress outlaws African slave trade. 
1809 £ Illinois organized as a Territory. 
1812 £ Louisiana becomes 18th state. 
1814 £ ªStar Spangled Bannerº written by Francis

Scott Key during ªWar of 1812.º 
1816 £ Indiana becomes 19th state. 
1817 £ Alabama organized as a Territory. £ Missis-

sippi becomes 20th state. £ Work begins on Erie
Canal, 363-mile waterway from Hudson River (in
N.Y.) to Lake Erie. 

1818 £ Illinois becomes 21st state. 
1819 £ U.S. purchases eastern part of Florida from

Spain for $5,000,000. £ Arkansas organized as a
Territory. £ Alabama becomes 22nd state. 

1820 £ Missouri Compromise: Congressional
compromise between the forces for and against
slavery to balance the number of free and slave
states admitted to the Union. £ Maine (a free state)
and Missouri (a slave state) become 23rd and 24th
states. 

1821–80 £ Santa Fe Trail, from Missouri to New
Mexico, becomes a major route to the Southwest. 
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Important Events in American History 
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Weights and Measures 

U.S. system 
Length

unit (abbreviation) same system equivalent metric equivalent 

mile (mi) 5,280 feet, 1,760 yards 1.609 kilometers 
rod (rd) 51/2 yards, 161/2 feet 5.029 meters 
yard (yd) 3 feet, 36 inches 0.914 meter 
foot (ft or Ω) 12 inches, 1/3 yard 30.48 centimeters 
inch (in or ΩΩ) 2.54 centimeters  

Area
unit (abbreviation) same system equivalent metric equivalent 

square mile 640 acres 2.59 sq. kilometers 
(sq mi or mi2)

acre 4,840 square yards, 4,047 square meters 
43,560 square feet

square rod 30.25 square yards 25.293 square meters 
(sq rd or rd2)

square yard 9 square feet, 0.836 square meter 
(sq yd or yd2) 1,296 square inches

square foot 144 square inches 0.093 square meter 
(sq ft or ft2)

square inch 6.452 square centimeters   
(sq in or in2)

Volume
unit (abbreviation) same system equivalent metric equivalent 

cubic yard 27 cubic feet, 0.765 cubic meter 
(cu yd or yd3) 46,656 cubic inches

cubic foot 1,728 cubic inches, 0.028 cubic meter 
(cu ft or ft3) 0.037 cubic yard

cubic inch 16.387 cubic centimeters   
(cu in or in3)

Weight 
Avoirdupois

unit (abbreviation) same system equivalent metric equivalent 

short ton 2,000 pounds 0.907 metric ton 
long ton 2,240 pounds 1.016 metric tons 
hundredweight (cwt)
short hundredweight 100 pounds 45.359 kilograms 
long hundredweight 112 pounds 50.802 kilograms 

pound 16 ounces, 7,000 grains 0.454 kilogram 
(lb also #)

ounce 16 drams, 437.5 grains 28.350 grams 
(oz or oz av)

dram (dr or dr av) 27.343 grains 1.772 grams 
grain (gr) 0.0648 gram  
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Using This Book

READ THIS to get the most from your thesaurus! This book is packed with a wealth of
information explained in the following paragraphs to help you find the right word to brighten
up your prose.

As with any thesaurus, the heart of the book is the list of synonyms (Syn), words that
have the same essential meaning as the one you have in mind. Yet sometimes you may be
looking for a word that means the same and sometimes looking for a word that is only simi-
lar to your word. Thus, at many entries you will find a list of related words (Rel ), or near
synonyms, words that may be close to your notion when an exact match is not quite right.
And many times you may be thinking of a word with opposite meaning, and that is where a
list of antonyms (Ant ) will be helpful.

This book contains more than 122,000 synonyms, related words, and antonyms to cover
any of your needs, and all of the entries in this book are in alphabetical order. Every thesaurus
main entry contains a full list of at least two synonyms and often a list of antonyms, so no
matter what word you start with, you will find its synonyms listed.

adjacent £ having a border in common Syn abutting,
adjoining, bordering, contiguous, flanking, fring-
ing, joining, juxtaposed, skirting, touching, verging
Rel close, closest, immediate, near, nearby, nearest,
neighboring, next, next-door, nigh Ant nonadjacent

contiguous Syn adjacent, abutting, adjoining,
bordering, flanking, fringing, joining, juxtaposed,
skirting, touching, verging Ant nonadjacent

The word contiguous, in the synonym list at the principal entry adjacent, has its own
entry with the same synonyms and antonyms.

A unique feature of this book not found in many thesauruses is the appearance of the
meaning core, marked by a small black diamond. The meaning core is a definition-like
statement of the central meaning shared by all of the words in the synonym list. The main
entry for the principal synonym of the list will contain the meaning core and often the list of
related words as well (as at adjacent above). At a main entry for a synonym that is not the
principal synonym, that principal synonym will be listed first, in small capitals, (as at con-
tiguous above) and this tells you where to look if you want to read the meaning core for that
list or to see if there are any listed related words.

Entry words ordinarily conform to normal dictionary practice: nouns are normally styled
as singulars; verbs as infinitives. Homographs (words spelled the same but having a differ-
ent part of speech) are given separate entries with a functional label, indicating whether noun
(n), verb (vb), adjective (adj), preposition (prep), or conjunction (conj).

contrary adj 1 £ given to opposing or resisting
wishes, commands, conditions, or circumstances
Syn balky, froward, perverse, restive, wayward Rel
headstrong, intractable, recalcitrant, refractory,
unruly Ant complaisant, good-natured. . . . 

contrary n Syn opposite, antipode, antithesis,
antonym, contradictory, converse, counter, reverse
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Whenever two homographs come together and have the same part of speech but have differ-
ent origins, they are marked with a superscript homograph number and a part of speech label.

desert1 n Syn due, merit
desert2 n Syn waste, badlands, wilderness

Here, the first homograph for desert, related to the verb to deserve, is separate from the
second homograph, which is related to the verb to desert, abandon.

Headwords that are synonyms and alphabetically close to each other are sometimes listed
together.

summon, summons £ to demand or request the
presence or service of Syn call, cite, convene, con-
voke, muster Rel bid, command, enjoin, order

Parentheses enclose a particle or particles usually associated with a word. They may ac-
company a main entry word or a word in a list.

approve (of) £ to have a favorable opinion of Syn
accept, care (for), countenance, favor, OK (or
okay), subscribe (to) Rel acclaim, applaud, laud,
praise, salute Ant disapprove (of), discountenance,
disfavor, frown (on or upon)

Parentheses also enclose material indicating a typical or, occasionally, a sole object of
reference.

chaste £ free from all taint of what is lewd or sala-
cious Syn decent, modest, pure ... Ant bizarre (of
style, effect), immoral, lewd, wanton

recant Syn abjure, forswear, renounce, retract Ant
pledge (allegiance, a vow), elect (a way of life, a
means to an end)

Spelling variants are labeled as such at the main entry or in lists.

specter or spectre Syn ghost apparition, bogey,
phantasm, phantom, poltergeist, shade, shadow,
spirit, spook, vision, wraith

adequate 1 £ of a level of quality that meets one's
needs or standards Syn acceptable, all right, de-
cent, fine, OK (or okay), passable, respectable,
satisfactory ...

Plural usage is indicated in the spelling of the main entry or when necessary at a specific
sense.

means 1 . . . 2 Syn possessions, assets, belongings,
effects, resources ...

movie 1 £ a story told by . . . Syn film, motion pic-
ture . . . 2 movies pl £ the art or business of mak-

Using This Book viii
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ing a movie syn cinema, film, motion pictures . . .
rel show business

The editors of Merriam-Webster, America's premier publisher of dictionaries and the-
sauruses, have created this book to help you add variety to your writing and to use as a tool
to expand your vocabulary.

ix Using This Book
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A1 Syn excellent, bang-up, banner, capital,
classic, crackerjack, dandy, divine, fabulous,
fine, first-class, first-rate, grand, great,
groovy, heavenly, jim-dandy, keen, marvelous
(or marvellous), mean, neat, nifty, noble, par
excellence, prime, sensational, splendid,
stellar, sterling, superb, superior, superla-
tive, supernal, swell, terrific, tip-top, top,
top-notch, unsurpassed, wonderful Ant poor 

aback Syn unawares, suddenly, unaware,
unexpectedly 

abaft £ toward or at the stern (of a vessel) Syn
aft, astern Rel after, back, hind, hinder, pos-
terior, rear Ant afore 

abandon n £ carefree freedom from con-
straint Syn abandonment, ease, lighthearted-
ness, naturalness, spontaneity, unrestraint
Rel ardor, enthusiasm, exuberance, fervor,
spirit, warmth, zeal Ant constraint, restraint 

abandon vb �1 £ to quit absolutely Syn desert,
forsake Rel cast, discard, junk, scrap Ant re-
claim �2 Syn relinquish, cede, leave, re-
sign, surrender, waive, yield Ant keep 

abandoned �1 £ utterly depraved Syn dis-
solute, profligate, reprobate Rel debased,
debauched, depraved, perverted Ant re-
deemed, regenerate �2 £ left unoccupied or
unused Syn derelict, deserted, disused, for-
gotten, forsaken, rejected, vacated Rel ig-
nored, neglected, unattended, untended 

abandonment Syn abandon, ease, light-
heartedness, naturalness, spontaneity, unre-
straint Ant constraint, restraint 

abase £ to lower in one∫s own estimation or
in that of others Syn debase, degrade, de-
mean, humble, humiliate Rel cower, cringe,
fawn, toady, truckle Ant exalt, extol (espe-
cially oneself) 

abash Syn embarrass, discomfit, discon-
cert, faze, rattle Ant facilitate, relieve 

abate �1 £ to die down in force or intensity
Syn ebb, subside, wane Rel decrease, dimin-
ish, dwindle Ant revive, rise �2 Syn de-
crease, diminish, dwindle, lessen, reduce
Ant increase 

abatement Syn deduction, discount, rebate 
abbey Syn cloister, convent, monastery,
nunnery, priory 

abbreviate Syn shorten, abridge, curtail,
retrench Ant elongate, extend, lengthen, pro-
long, protract 

abdicate £ to give up formally or definitely a
position of trust, honor, or glory Syn re-
nounce, resign Rel abandon, leave, relin-
quish, surrender Ant assume, usurp 

abdomen Syn stomach, belly, gut, solar
plexus, tummy 

aberrant Syn deviant, abnormal, anom-
alous, atypical, irregular, unnatural Ant nat-
ural, normal, regular, standard, typical 

aberration �1 £ mental disorder Syn alien-
ation, derangement Rel dementia, insanity,
lunacy Ant soundness (of mind) �2 Syn devi-
ation, deflection, divergence 

abet Syn incite, foment, instigate Ant re-
strain 

abettor �1 Syn accomplice, accessory, co-
hort, confederate �2 Syn ally, backer, con-
federate, supporter, sympathizer 

abeyance £ a state of temporary inactivity
Syn doldrums, dormancy, latency, quies-
cence, suspense, suspension Rel inaction,
inertia, inertness, motionlessness Ant con-
tinuance, continuation 

abeyant Syn latent, dormant, potential,
quiescent Ant patent 

abhor Syn hate, abominate, detest, loathe
Ant love 

abhorrence £ a feeling of extreme disgust or
dislike Syn abomination, detestation, hate,
hatred, loathing Rel distaste, repellency, re-
pugnance Ant admiration, enjoyment 

abhorrent �1 Syn hateful, abominable, de-
testable, odious Ant lovable, sympathetic
2 Syn repugnant, distasteful, invidious,
obnoxious, repellent Ant congenial 

abide �1 Syn bear (sense 2), brook, endure,
stand, suffer, tolerate �2 Syn continue, en-
dure, last, persist �3 Syn stay, linger, re-
main, tarry, wait 

ability £ the physical or mental power to do
something Syn capability, capacity, compe-
tence, competency, faculty Rel aptitude, apt-
ness, endowment, facility, gift, knack, talent
Ant disability, inability, incapability, inca-
pacity, incompetence, incompetency, inepti-
tude, ineptness 

abject Syn mean, ignoble, sordid 
abjure £ to abandon irrevocably and usually
with solemnity or publicity Syn forswear, re-
cant, renounce, retract Rel eschew, forbear,
forgo Ant pledge (allegiance, a vow), elect
(a way of life, a means to an end) 

able Syn competent, capable, fit, good,
qualified, suitable Ant incompetent, inept,
poor, unfit, unqualified 

abnegate Syn forgo, eschew, forbear, sacri-
fice 

abnegation Syn renunciation, self-abne-
gation, self-denial Ant indulgence, self-in-
dulgence 

2 d P P

A

23888_01_A-Z_001-336_r4ss.qxp  12/1/09  11:02 AM  Page 1



abnormal 2

abnormal Syn deviant, aberrant, anom-
alous, atypical, irregular, unnatural Ant nat-
ural, normal, regular, standard, typical 

abode Syn habitation, domicile, dwelling,
home, house, residence 

abolish £ to put an end to by formal action
Syn abrogate, annul, cancel, dissolve, invali-
date, negate, nullify, quash, repeal, rescind,
void Rel countermand, override, overrule,
overturn, veto 

abominable Syn hateful, abhorrent, de-
testable, odious Ant lovable, sympathetic 

abominate Syn hate, abhor, detest, loathe
Ant love 

abomination �1 £ a person or thing from
which one shrinks with intense dislike Syn
anathema, bÍte noire, bugbear Rel annoy-
ance, pest, plague Ant joy �2 Syn abhor-
rence, detestation, hate, hatred, loathing
Ant admiration, enjoyment 

aboriginal Syn native, autochthonous, en-
demic, indigenous Ant alien, foreign 

abortion Syn cancellation, calling, calling
off, dropping, recall, repeal, rescission, rev-
ocation Ant continuation 

abortive Syn futile, bootless, fruitless, vain
Ant effective, effectual, efficacious, effi-
cient, fruitful, productive, profitable, suc-
cessful 

abound Syn teem, overflow, swarm 
abounding Syn rife, flush, fraught, replete,
swarming, teeming, thick, thronging 

about adv �1 Syn almost, more or less,
most, much, near, nearly, next to, nigh, prac-
tically, some, virtually, well-nigh �2 Syn
around (sense 2), over, round, through,
throughout 

about prep �1 £ in reference to Syn concern-
ing, regarding, respecting �2 Syn around
(sense 1), by, near, next to 

above £ to or in a higher place Syn aloft, over,
overhead, skyward Ant below, beneath,
under 

aboveboard Syn straightforward, forth-
right Ant devious, indirect 

abracadabra Syn gibberish, hocus-pocus,
mummery 

abrade £ to affect a surface by rubbing,
scraping, or wearing away Syn chafe, exco-
riate, fret, gall Rel grate, grind, rasp, scrape,
scratch 

abridge Syn shorten, abbreviate, curtail, re-
trench Ant elongate, extend, lengthen, pro-
long, protract 

abridgment £ a condensation of a larger work
Syn abstract, brief, conspectus, epitome,
synopsis Rel compendium, digest, prÈcis,
sketch, syllabus Ant expansion 

abrogate Syn abolish, annul, cancel, dis-

solve, invalidate, negate, nullify, quash, re-
peal, rescind, void 

abrupt �1 Syn precipitate, hasty, headlong,
impetuous, sudden Ant deliberate �2 Syn
steep, precipitous, sheer 

abscess £ a localized swollen area of infec-
tion containing pus Syn boil, carbuncle, fu-
runcle, pimple, pustule 

abscond Syn escape (sense 1), decamp, flee,
fly 

absence Syn lack, dearth, defect, privation,
want 

absent Syn abstracted, absentminded, dis-
traught, preoccupied Ant alert 

absentminded Syn abstracted, absent,
distraught, preoccupied Ant alert 

absolute �1 £ exercising power or authority
without external restraint Syn arbitrary, au-
tocratic, despotic, tyrannical, tyrannous Rel
authoritarian, totalitarian Ant limited, re-
strained �2 Syn pure, sheer, simple Ant adul-
terated, applied (of science), contaminated,
polluted �3 Syn ultimate, categorical 

absolution Syn pardon, amnesty, forgive-
ness, remission, remittal Ant penalty, pun-
ishment, retribution 

absolve Syn exculpate, acquit, exonerate,
vindicate Ant accuse, inculpate 

absorb �1 £ to take (something) in so as to be-
come imbued with it or to make it a part of
one∫s being Syn assimilate, imbibe Rel im-
pregnate, saturate, soak Ant exude, give out
2 Syn monopolize, consume, engross 

absorbed Syn intent, engrossed, rapt Ant
distracted 

absorbing Syn interesting, arresting, en-
gaging, engrossing, enthralling, fascinating,
gripping, immersing, intriguing, involving,
riveting Ant boring, drab, dry, dull, heavy,
monotonous, tedious, uninteresting 

abstain Syn refrain, forbear 
abstemiousness Syn temperance, absti-
nence, continence, sobriety Ant excessive-
ness, immoderacy, intemperance, intemper-
ateness 

abstinence Syn temperance, abstemious-
ness, continence, sobriety Ant excessive-
ness, immoderacy, intemperance, intemper-
ateness 

abstract adj �1 £ having conceptual rather
than concrete existence Syn ideal, transcen-
dent, transcendental Rel general, generic,
universal Ant concrete �2 £ dealing with or
expressing a quality or idea Syn conceptual,
theoretical Rel conjectural, hypothetical,
speculative Ant concrete 

abstract n Syn abridgment, brief, conspec-
tus, epitome, synopsis Ant expansion 

abstract vb �1 Syn detach, disengage Ant
affix, attach �2 Syn summarize, digest, en-
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3 accomplishment

capsulate, epitomize, outline, recap, recapit-
ulate, sum up, wrap up 

abstracted £ inattentive to what presently
claims or demands consideration Syn ab-
sent, absentminded, distraught, preoccupied
Rel engrossed, intent Ant alert 

abstruse Syn recondite, esoteric, occult 
absurd Syn foolish, preposterous, silly Ant
sensible 

abundant Syn plentiful, ample, copious,
plenteous Ant scant, scanty 

abuse n £ vehemently expressed condemna-
tion or disapproval Syn billingsgate, invec-
tive, obloquy, scurrility, vituperation Rel an-
imadversion, aspersion, reflection, stricture
Ant adulation 

abuse vb �1 £ to use or treat a person or thing
improperly or wrongfully Syn ill-treat, mal-
treat, mistreat, misuse, outrage Rel damage,
harm, hurt, impair, injure, mar, spoil Ant
honor, respect �2 Syn attack (sense 2), as-
sail, belabor, blast, castigate, excoriate,
jump (on), lambaste (or lambast), scathe,
slam, vituperate 

abusive £ coarse, insulting, and contemptu-
ous in character or utterance Syn contume-
lious, opprobrious, scurrilous, vituperative
Rel affronting, insulting, offending, outrag-
ing Ant complementary, respectful 

abutment Syn buttress, pier 
abutting Syn adjacent, adjoining, border-
ing, contiguous, flanking, fringing, joining,
juxtaposed, skirting, touching, verging Ant
nonadjacent 

abysm Syn gulf, abyss, chasm 
abysmal Syn deep, profound 
abyss Syn gulf, abysm, chasm 
academic �1 £ of or relating to schooling or
learning especially at an advanced level Syn
educational, scholarly, scholastic Rel book-
ish, pedantic, professorial Ant nonacademic,
unacademic �2 Syn pedantic, bookish,
scholastic �3 Syn theoretical, speculative 

accede Syn assent, acquiesce, agree, con-
sent, subscribe Ant dissent 

accelerate Syn hurry (sense 1), hasten,
quicken, rush, speed (up), whisk Ant decel-
erate, retard, slow (down) 

accent n �1 Syn emphasis, accentuation,
stress �2 Syn inflection, intonation 

accent vb Syn emphasize, accentuate, fea-
ture, highlight, play (up), point (up), stress,
underline, underscore Ant play (down) 

accentuate Syn emphasize, accent, feature,
highlight, play (up), point (up), stress, un-
derline, underscore Ant play (down) 

accentuation Syn emphasis, accent, stress 
accept �1 Syn approve (of), care (for),
countenance, favor, OK (or okay), subscribe
(to) Ant disapprove (of), discountenance,

disfavor, frown (on or upon) �2 Syn receive,
admit, take 

acceptability Syn sufficiency, adequacy,
satisfactoriness Ant inadequacy, insuffi-
ciency 

acceptable Syn adequate, all right, decent,
fine, OK (or okay), passable, respectable,
satisfactory, tolerable Ant deficient, inade-
quate, lacking, unacceptable, unsatisfactory,
wanting 

acceptation Syn meaning, import, sense,
significance, signification 

accession Syn addition, accretion, incre-
ment 

accessory adj Syn auxiliary, adjuvant, an-
cillary, contributory, subservient, subsidiary 

accessory n �1 Syn accomplice, abettor, co-
hort, confederate �2 Syn appendage, ad-
junct, appurtenance 

accident �1 £ chance or a chance event bring-
ing injury or loss Syn casualty, mishap Rel
catastrophe, disaster �2 Syn chance, for-
tune, hap, hazard, luck Ant law, principle 

accidental £ happening by chance Syn ca-
sual, chance, fluky, fortuitous, inadvertent,
incidental, unintended, unintentional, un-
planned, unpremeditated, unwitting Rel co-
incidental Ant deliberate, intended, inten-
tional, planned, premeditated 

acclaim �1 £ to declare enthusiastic approval
of Syn applaud, cheer, hail, laud, praise,
salute, tout Rel ballyhoo Ant knock, pan,
slam �2 Syn praise, eulogize, extol, laud Ant
blame 

acclamation Syn applause, cheering,
cheers, ovation, plaudit(s), rave(s) Ant boo-
ing, hissing 

acclimate Syn harden (sense 2), acclima-
tize, season Ant soften 

acclimatize Syn harden (sense 2), accli-
mate, season Ant soften 

accommodate �1 Syn adapt, adjust, con-
form, reconcile Ant unfit �2 Syn contain,
hold �3 Syn oblige, favor Ant disoblige 

accompany £ to go along with in order to
provide assistance, protection, or compan-
ionship Syn attend, chaperone (or chap-
eron), convoy, escort, squire Rel associate,
consort, pal (around), team (up) 

accomplice £ one associated with another in
wrongdoing Syn abettor, accessory, cohort,
confederate Rel collaborationist, collabora-
tor, informant, informer 

accomplish Syn perform, achieve, dis-
charge, effect, execute, fulfill 

accomplished Syn consummate, finished
Ant crude 

accomplishment �1 Syn acquirement, ac-
quisition, attainment �2 Syn fruition,
achievement, actuality, attainment, consum-
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